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D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  *NO O R I G I N A L  (If k n ~ w n )  W H I S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Occupying a  prominent p o s i t i o n  on the west  s i d e  of  Broad S t r e e t ,  
the Evans House does much t o  s e t  the  s t y l e  of t h i s  a r e a  which s t i l l  r e t a i n s  
the f l a v o r  of one of Salem's most fash ionable  n ine teen th  century  s t r e e t s .  

The Evans House i s  s e t  back i n  a  wide yard enclosed by a n  open- 
loop des ign  c a s t  i r o n  fence suppl ied  by the  Camden I r o n  Works, Burwell and 
Market ~ t r e e  t:, Salem. Tl~e fence i s  r e in fo rced  by molded pos t s  with 
suppor t ing  b u t t r e s s e s  and on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  fence arrows f i l l  t h e  loops 
A c e n t r a l  ga t e  supported by cruc i form p o s t s  capped by male b u s t s ,  opens 
onto  a  basket  weave pa t t e rned  b r i c k  walk. 

The one-and-a-half-  s t o r y  Evans house i s  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
American bond w i t h  a  Flemish v a r i a n t .  Surrounding the  base o f  the  house i s  
a  twenty-eight  inch high w a t e r t a b l e .  The L-shaped s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered 
by t-co concavely c u t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  mansard roo f s  whichare p ierced  by two 
paneled i n t e r i o r  chimneys wi th  corbe led  caps .  The roo f s  a r e  covered by 
d e c o r a t i v e l y  c u t  t i l e s  l a i d  i n  p a t t e r n s  and a r e  accentua ted  by a  molded 
metal curb  wi th  s imulated d e n t i l s  and ornamental corner  b racke t s .  A wide 
bracketed co rn ice  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  sawn decora t ion  suppor ts  t h e  overhang- 
ing  roof .  Some o f  t h e  decora t ion  i s  sheathed wi th  pressed t i n .  

The three-bay e a s t e r n  facade is symmetrical ly d iv ided  by a  two 
s t o r y  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  pavi l ion  supported by a  bracketed co rn ice  and 
topped wi th  a  convexly rendered Mansard roof w i t h  metal cap  and f i n i a l .  
The c e n t r a l  en t r ance  tower i s  composed of a  one-bay en t r ance  porch wi th  a  
modillioned c o r n i c e .  The suppor t  is suppl ied  by chamfered and grooved 
pos t s  r e s t i n g  on p e d e s t a l s  and surmounted by sawn consoles .  This scheme is 
used a s  a  d e c o r a t i v e  motif around some of the  door and windows on t h e  
i n t e r i o r .  The p o s t s  a r e  joined t o  p i l a s t e r s  by a n  open work b a l u s t r a d e  and' 
c a s t  i r o n  c a r r i a g e  lamps f l a n k  the  o r n a t e l y  paneled double doors .  The 
f i n e l y  c u t  wh i t e  walnut  door s ,  s epa ra t ed  by s l e n d e r  turned trumeau a t t a c h e d  
t o  the  south  door,  a r e  decora ted  wi th  sunburs t  and sc ro l lwork  mot i f s .  A 
segmental shaped transom i s  f i l l e d  wi th  one l i g h t  o f  f r o s t e d  g l a z i n g  etched 
i n  f l o r a l  mo t i f s .  A molded a r c h i t r a v e  surrounds t h e  door and a  hood 1 
supported by b racke t s  shades the  en t rance .  The second s t o r y  of t h e  tower 
i s  l i g h t e d  by a  p a i r  of round arched l u n e t t e s  which have a  v igorous ly  molded 
hood broken by a  molded pediment. Hooded o c u l i  l i g h t  t h e  four  s i d e s  of 
the tower roo f .  The en t r ance  tower i s  f lanked on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  by one- 
over-one segmental-shaped windows surrounded by a  molded a r c h i t r a v e  and 
f lanked by segmental-arched double-panel louvered s h u t t e r s .  The windows 
r e s t  on d e c o r a t i v e  metal  l ug  s i l l s  and a r e  surmounted by gauged b r i c k  
segmental arched l i n t e l s .  Thc one-over-one-sash round arched dormers which 
p i e r c e  the  roof have a  f l a t  end pediment c u t  wi th  decora t ive  s c r o l l  work. 

The south  s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  two s t o r y  
Graham gab le ,  the  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  a  <able  top convex Mansard. On the 
f i r s t  f l o o r  a  three-s ided  bay window i s  topped by a  bracketed e n t a b l a t u r e  
and l igh ted  by windows s i m i l a r  t o  those  of t h e  f r o n t .  Rectangular metal 
panels  decora t e  t h e  space beneath t h e  lug  s i l l s  and a  segmental shaped 
molding runs  a long t h e  l i n t e l s  and through t h e  e longated  b racke t s  which 
emphasize t h e  co rne r s .  Pa i red  round arched windows w i t h  one-over-one 
sa sh  i l l u m i n a t e  the  second s t o r y .  The roof is  o u t l i n e d  by curved barge-  
boards which end i n  a  sawn s c r o l l  work ornament behind which l i e s  a  louvered 
l u n e t t e  . 

~h~ thr&e-bay nor th  s i d e  i s  a modified v e r s i o n  of t h e  south .  
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Here a  no r th  west wing has  been added t o  t h e  Graham gable .  The windows on 
t h i s  s i d e  a r e  s i m i l a r  to  those on t h e  e a s t e r n  facade.  A one-and-a-half s t o r y  
gabled r o o f o n e - b a y  a d d i t i o n  is a t t a c h e d  t o  the  r e a r  of  the  mansard "L". A 
gable  shaped dormer p i e r c e s  the  r o o f l i n e ,  a  s imple s ix -ove r - s ix  sash  window 
l i g h t s  the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and a n  i n s i d e  end chimney wi th  a  corbe led  b r i c k  cap 
r i s e s  from the  r e a r  w a l l  of  t h e  one-bay e l l  o f  the  o l d  k i tchen .  The r e a r  wa l l  
of t h e  k i t chen  has a  smal l  window under i t s  southern  eave onto which a  one 
s t o r y  two-bay enclosed frame porch has been incorpora ted .  Back doors  from 
the pant ry  and o l d  entranceway lead onto  the  porch.  From t h i s  western s i d e  of  
the  main mass, the  c r o s s  gable  Mansard wi th  bargeboards and gable  ornament is  
b l ind  except  f o r  a  s l e n d e r  segmental arched window on the  south  s i d e .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  the  Evans House i s  marked by a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  
en te red  through the  c e n t r a l  en t r ance  tower. The h a l l  d i v i d e s  t h e  l i b r a r y  on 
the  south  from the  p a r l o r  on the  no r th  and a f l i g h t  of  s t r a i g h t  s t a i r s  on the  
no r th  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l  ascend t o  the  second s t o r y .  Although t h e  two f r o n t  
rooms a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  dimensions t h e i r  en t r ance  doors  from the  f r o n t  h a l l  a r e  
asymmetrical ly placed a long t h e  w a l l s .  

The i n s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  doors  has  bevel led  panels  separa ted  
v e r t i c a l l y  by a r o n d e l l e  and ba r  mot i f .  A s  on t h e  f r o n t ,  a  s l ende r  trumeau 
s e p a r a t e s  the  double doors .  The i n t r i c a t e l y  pa t t e rned  b r a s s  hardware i s  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  Throughout the  house mot i fs  of b u t t e r f l i e s ,  v ines  and 
b i rds  a r e  combined wi th  geometric chevrons t o  ornament the  doorknobs, key h o l e s ,  
bu t th inges ,  door p l a t e s ,  and the f r o n t  door b e l l p u l l .  Another h igh ly  
ornamented f e a t u r e  i s  the  c losed  s t r i n g e r  oak t r e a d  s t a i rway  decorated wi th  
d i agona l ly  s l a n t e d  b lack  walnut panels  upon which r e s t  t h e  turned b lack  walnut  
b a l u s t e r s .  These b a l u s t e r s  descend on a  s l a n t  t o  t h e  s i x  f o o t  b l ack  walnut 
newel pos t  c o n s i s t i n g  of  an oc tagonal  base  topped wi th  a  t h i r t y  inch decora t ive  
p innacle .  The b a n n i s t e r  end pos t  on the second s t o r y  echoes the  newel post .  
A c l o s e t  added i n  1948 now encloses  t h e  a r e a  under t h e  s ta i rway.  

The l i b r a r y  i n  the  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of the  house i s  l i t  by the  
t h r e e  f o o t  deep bay window wi th  a  segmental arched molded opening supported by 
c o l o n e t t e s  on consoles .  The t h r e e  windows of  the bay r i s e  above paneled 
wainscot ing .  The d i s t i n c t i v e  f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  west w a l l  is fashioned from 
ve r iga ted  brown marble and has a  round a r c h  opening topped by a  r a i s e d  car touche  
and f lanked by i n c i s e d  spandre l s .  The c a s t  i r o n  horseshoe-shaped f i r e b a c k  
and g r a t e ,  l i k e  most of  the  f i r e  equipment, was nlanufactured by Conover, idooly 
and Co. a t  368 Canal S t r e e t  i n  New York. The doors  and windows of the  p a r l o r  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of the  house a r e  o r n a t e l y  decorated wi th  a  r o b u s t l y  
executed e n t a b l a t u r e  supported by paneled p i l a s t e r s .  I n  the  case  of the  
doors  t h i s  scheme surmounts a  f r o s t e d  transom wi th  f l o r a l  e t ch ing .  The f i r e -  
p l a c e  on t h e  west  w a l l  i s  surmounted by a  mi r ro r  and both  panels  a r e  enframed 
i n  a  hand-carved Neo-Renaissance motif rosewood border .  The o r i g i n a l  French 
doorway l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room was rep laced  i n  the  1948 renovat ion  by a n  
archway. A second a r c h  f?anking t h e  f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  e a s t  wall of  the  d in ing  
room, i s  f i l l e d  wi th  a  cupboard and is rendered i n  t h e  Queen Anne manner. 
Chamfered p i l a s t e r s  wi th  d e c o r a t i v e  diamond b locks  bound t h e  f r i e z e  wi th  
inc i sed  blocks encompassing s t y l i z e d  f lowers.  The d e c o r a t i v e l y  chamfered 
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f i r e p l a c e  surround enframes glazed yellow t i l e  b r i c k s  i n t o  which a r e  s e t  the  
f l o r a l l y  decora ted  c a s t  i r o n  g r a t e  and f i l l e r .  - 

The o ld  k i t chen  i n  t h e  northwest  e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  was converted 
i n t o  a  b r e a k f a s t  room i n  1948, paneled i n  p ine  and converted to  modern use.  
The o ld  pant ry  t o  the  south  of  t h e  b r e a k f a s t  room o r i g i n a l l y  contained s t a i r s  
t o  the  maid 's  room above on t h e  second f l o o r .  

The doorways on the  secondf loor  have fou r  d e l i c a t e l y  molded pane 
topped wi th  a  f r o s t e d  transom wi th  a  f l o r a l  des ign .  Elongated, f l u t e d  
p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  a  r o b u s t l y  molded arched pediment wi th  cornerb locks ,  i nc i sed  
s c r o l l  work and fan mot i f s .  Many of  the  rounded arched windows on t h i s  f l o o r  
a r e  surmounted by a  bold pediment s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of  the  doors .  As on the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  two t i e r s  of mult i -paneled moveable louvered i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  
shade the  windows. Two round a rch  doors  a t  t h e  e a s t  end of the  h a l l  lead t o  
the roof of  t h e  f r o n t  porch. I n  the  s o u t h e a s t  room the  mantelpiece r e f l e c t s  
the  forms of  the  doors  where grooved p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  a  paneled f r i e z e  wi th  
c e n t r a l  car touche .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  bedroom on t h e  o t h e r  hand, paneled 
spandre ls  f l a n k  the  c e n t r a l  console  of  the  b l ack  marble mantelpiece.  A 
cu r ious  gable  topped doorway i n  the  northwest  bedroom leads  down a  smal l  f l i g h  
of s t a i r s  t o  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  i n  the  f a r  northwest  e l l .  These q u a r t e r s  
have t r i a n g u l a r  windows on t h e  no r th  and west  s i d e s .  The s t a i rway  t o  t h e  o ld  
pant ry  i n  t h e  south  w a l l  of  t h i s  room has  been blocked. 
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The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the  Evans House i n  1882 coincided wi th  the  
beginning of  l a r g e - s c a l e  growth around Salem. I n  t h a t  year  the  d e c i s i o n  
was made t o  form a connect ion between t h e  Norfolk and Western and the  
Shenandoah Valley r a i l r o a d s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  nearby Big Lick ,  soon t o  be- 
come the c i t y  of Roanoke. Although Salem s u c c e s s f u l l y  dodged being engulf1 
by t h e  r a p i d  development of  Roanoke brought about  by t h i s  r a i l  j unc t ion ,  
tile town's growth was encouraged by t h e  a r e a ' s  gene ra l  p r o s p e r i t y .  A land 
development company was soon formed i n  Salem and new c o n s t r u c t i o n  appeared 
throughout t h e  town. The Evans House thus s t ands  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mani, 
f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  1880's  and 9 0 ' s  experienced i n  Salem, a s  
w e l l  a s  i n  numerous o t h e r  towns up and down t h e  Valley of  V i rg in i a .  

Not only i s  the Evans House a n  express ion  of  western ~ i r g i n i a ' s  
boom development, i t  ranks among t h e  S t a t e ' s  r i c h e s t  examples of the  French 
Empire S t y l e .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  va lue  of  the  house t o  the  Commonwealth i s  
increased  by t h e  r a r i t y  of  the  s t y l e  i n  Vi rg in i a .  The Second Empire S t y l e  
f l o u r i s h e d  i n  the North i n  the  yea r s  fol lowing the  War Between the  S t a t e s ,  
bu t  i t  appeared i n f r e q u e n t l y  i n  Vi rg in i a  and the  South because of the  
impoverishment r e s u l t i n g  from the  War. I r o n i c a l l y  too ,  the Evans House 
i s  a  comparat ively l a t e  example of the  Second Empire s t y l e .  This a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  mode waned i n  n a t i o n a l  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  1870 ' s  and the  cho ice  of  
the  s t y l e  f o r  the  Evans House i s  a t t r i b u t e d  by family tradition to  John M. 
Evan's French wife .  While the  house employs such b a s i c  mot i fs  of the  s t y l ,  
a s  a  Mansard roo f ,  ornamented dormers and a bracketed c o r n i c e ,  i t  e x h i b i t s  
a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i n  s k i l l f u l l y  d i s g u i s i n g  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  
s i z e  wi th  a  bold o u t l i n e  and f i n e  propor t ions .  Although t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  i f  
any,  i s  unknown, t h e  house g ives  a  b r i l l i a n t l y e x e c u t e d  impresssion of mass 
and grandeur;  the  Evans House i s  the  product  of h igh ly  t a l e n t e d  craf tsmen.  

The Evans House s t ands  on land which was u n t i l  1871 the  tanyard 
proper ty  of Henry and l a t e r  Charles  L. Snyder. A f t e r  the  s a l e  and d i v i s i o  
of the  proper ty  i n  1871, John Evans bought Lot No. 4 on Broad S t r e e t  where 
the  house now s t ands  f o r  four  hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s .  B u i l t  e leven  
yea r s  a f t e r  he purchased the  l o t ,  the  house was valued i n  1883 a t  $4,300. 
I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  i t s  s i x t y - e i g h t  yea r s  a s  a  tanyard ,  t h i s  a r e a  a long Broad 
S t r e e t  fol lowing i t s  r e s i d e n t i a l  development was s ing led  out  by William 
McCauley i n  h i s  H i s to ry  of Roanoke County, f o r  " i t s  t a s t e f u l  res idences  
wi th  t h e i r  ample and a t t r a c t i v e  yards ( t h a t )  made i t  one of t h e  handsomest 

thoroughfares  i n  town." I n  1891 the  John M. Evans House, a s  one of the  mos 
fashionable houses i n  t h e  town, was chosen t o  appear  i n  a  p u b l i c i t y  
of the  Salem land development companies. 
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Horn on A p r i l  2 2 ,  1837, John M. Evans was tile son of T i f t o n  
U.  Evans a  proT~inent  landowner near  l l o l l i n s ,  V i rg in i a .  During the War betweer 
tile S t a t c s  John ]:vans was a  p r i v a t e  in the "Salem I'lying A r t i l l e r y " ,  Company A ,  
91 11 lic!;il~lcnt V i rg in i a  In fan t ry .  Kvnns cilrl~c to  Sa1cl11 10l lowi~n~:  the War and i n  
1377 hc wl:; l i s l c d  i n  Ll~e Vir):i l~ia I:usiness Di~rcc tu ry  a11d (;az~LLcc:r a s  a  p r u t ~ ~ i -  
ncnt  f a r ~ i ~ c r ,  own in^: one I~undrcd and sevcnty  a c r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  d ry  goods 
busincss  on Main S t r e e t .  Ilefore h i s  dea th  i n  1891, Evans had inves ted  l ~ e a v i l )  
i n  Salcm's land boom which had s t a r t e d  i n  1889. When he d icd  a t  t h e  age of 
f i f t y - f o u r  John M. Evans was survived by h i s  w i f e  bu t  no o t h e r  h e i r s .  I n  
1898 Jacob S.  Baer purchased t h e  land a t  a  pub l i c  a u c t i o n  from t h e  Evans' 
e s t a t e .  The house changed hands aga in  i n  1903 when i t  w a s  bought by Captain 
Adam Given and i n  1907 Samuel Morris  Mart in procurred t h e  house from Captain 
Given. I n  1947 the  p r e s e n t  owner C. E.  Webber bought t h e  house and through 
h i s  renovat ions  t h e  house has  been maintained as one of  Salem's major 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmarks. 
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F i l c s  of t h c  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission. 
blcCatiley, W . ,  H i s  t o r y  o f  Rontlolcc County,  Roanoke, 1902.  
1:ccords i n  t l ~ c  Roanoke County C o u r t  l iousc ,  Salem, V i r g i n i a  
RccorJs  o f  Onkey ' s  F u n e r a l  Homc, Salcm, V i r g i n i a .  
Roanoke, S t o r y  o f  County  and C i t y ,  compi led by Workers o f  t h e  W r i t e r ' s  

Program o f  t h e  Work P r o j e c t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  The I 
Stonc  P r i n t i n g  and M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, Roanoke, V i r g i n i a ,  1942. 

S t e l l g e s ,  Lucy E. R ice ,  L e t t e r ,  Oc tober  4 ,  1971. 
I 

A S  the ,leslenatrd s t a t e  Liaison Officer for the Nu- 
t lonai  ilistoric preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  L a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property f o ~  inclusion 

in the piationai mgis t e r  and cer l i fy  that it has  been 

according to  the criteria and procedures s e t  

forth b y  the ~ ~ t m ~ a l  Park Service. The recommended 

level of eienlficance of this nomrnatlon is: 

piatio a1 0 State M. Local  
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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